
SDG 12: cooperatives for sustainable food 
systems 

October 26, 2022 - from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Joao Havelange IV Hall 
 

                                Sponsors:  

Context:  

Agricultural and consumer cooperatives strategically combine economic, commercial, 
social and environmental functions that are key to building increasingly sustainable food 
systems and to responding to current consumer demand for more and better food 
coupled with good production practices. 

Cooperatives are systems for the common good, systems that not only produce goods and 
services, but also produce emphatically for the common good, for the community where 
they are installed and with a projection that, based on their principles and values, they 
point to the sustainability and health of the planet understood by all of its ecosystems. 
They are agricultural and consumer companies made by people, not just by capital, based 
on values that generate economic and social wealth, caring for the territory and committed 
to the community. 

The food systems made up of cooperative companies have been able to harmoniously and 
simultaneously combine a series of economic, commercial, social and environmental 
functions, being a key actor in responding to current demands, both for food by 
consumers, and for behaviors and good production practices by societies and citizens. 
Taking into account that there are about 30,000 cooperatives in the American continent. 

ODS 12: las cooperativas para sistemas alimentarios sostenible (con FAO ALC)



Cooperative companies make it possible to arrange and concentrate the supply of 
agricultural products in the markets, negotiating from advantageous positions based on a 
greater volume and opportunity. At the same time, they articulate and concentrate the 
demand for services and supplies, with the same result of lowering transaction costs. 

The activity is part of the alliance with the FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, giving concrete execution and continuity to the framework agreement signed 
at the global level between the International Cooperative Alliance and FAO framed in the 
FAO Strategy for alliances with private sector actors 2021-2025, executed for the Latin 
American and Caribbean Region starting in 2018, whose first tangible results are available 
on the dedicated web pages of FAO LAC for cooperatives and the FAO LAC Joint 
Platform - Cooperatives of the Americas for inter cooperation. 

Title: SDG 12: cooperatives for sustainable food systems 

"Cooperatives in Latin America and the Caribbean: Engine for the transformation of agri-
food systems" is the document that summarizes the added value of the cooperative model 
for FAO in its commitment to the eradication of hunger and, at the same time, from 
specific cases of projects proposes a strategy to translate into practice the process of 
empowerment and dialogue that cooperatives could assume to become "the engine" of 
this transformation. 

Objective:  

Based on a presentation of the first results of the alliance with the FAO Regional Office 
with Cooperatives of the Americas, the aim is to identify methodologies to "translate into 
practice" the guidelines identified by FAO to integrate the agricultural production value 
chain- consumption and distribution-access to financing and markets, creating sustainable 
"associative and cooperative ecosystems" that can serve as an example for governments 
and other actors for public-private partnerships and attracting impact investments. 

ODS 12: las cooperativas para sistemas alimentarios sostenible (con FAO ALC)



ODS 12: las cooperativas para sistemas alimentarios sostenible (con FAO ALC)

SDG 12: cooperatives for sustainable food systems

Hall Joao Havelange IV Day October 26th.

Moderator Florencia Doná, Gerardo Montes y Lautaro 
Viscay

Relator Víctor Vázquez and 
Oscar Torales

PRELIMINARY AGENDA

Schedule Theme

14:00 - 14:05 Welcome: Board Member of Cooperatives of the Americas José Alves

14:05 - 14:10 Presentation of the activity Blas Cristaldo

14:10 - 14:15 Methodological presentation

Moderator: 
Florencia Doná 
AFA Argentina

14:15 - 14:30 Strategic Panel: 
- Todor Ivanov (CCW General Secretary/World ACI Consumer Committee) 
- Hector Jacquet (Manager of the Workers' Cooperative and Member of the 

CCW Board for the Americas)

14:30 - 14:45 
Main panel: 

- Dr. Marcelo González (Vice-Minister of Livestock of Paraguay)

14:45 - 15:55

Presentation of cases: 
- Pablo Barbieri (Workers' Cooperative, Argentina) 
- Alfred Fast (Paraguayan Table Sustainable Meat-FECOPROD, Paraguay) 
- Pablo Perdomo (CAF President, Uruguay) 
- Jorge Cartagena (FUCC Executive Secretary, Uruguay) 
- Camila Piñeiro (Director of the NCBA CLUSA Practice Area, USA)

Moderator: 
Gerardo Montes - 
FUCC Uruguay

15:55 - 16:00 Q and A

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break

16:30 - 16:45
Presentation: "Cooperatives and their role in the transformation of agri-food systems" - 
Ignacio Moncayo FAO ALC

Moderator: 
Lautaro Viscay

16:45 - 17:00
Presentation: "Agri-food systems in the urban agenda, circular economy and 
cooperatives" - Sara Granados FAO ALC

17:00 - 17:25
Presentation: "Sustainability and Traceability of Value Chains: The Experience of the 
+Cotton Project with the Inclusion of Family Farmer Cooperatives" - Ingrid Zabaleta 
FAO ALC

17:25 - 17:55 Q and A

17:55 - 18:00 Closure Danilo Salerno, 
Regional Director 
of Cooperatives of 
the Americas


	SDG 12: cooperatives for sustainable food systems
	October 26, 2022 - from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
	Joao Havelange IV Hall
	Sponsors:
	Context:
	Title: SDG 12: cooperatives for sustainable food systems
	"Cooperatives in Latin America and the Caribbean: Engine for the transformation of agri-food systems" is the document that summarizes the added value of the cooperative model for FAO in its commitment to the eradication of hunger and, at the same time, from specific cases of projects proposes a strategy to translate into practice the process of empowerment and dialogue that cooperatives could assume to become "the engine" of this transformation.
	Objective:

